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CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS - NIC SHEPPARD

Membership of our Society
has remained at a steady
level for the past few years.
As previous members have
departed so0 new ones have
been welcomed. However, a
considerable gap has been
left not only in Wetherby
Civic Society but also in the
identity of the town as a
whole, by the death this
year of one of the Society's
key founders Dr, James
Lodge.

As a relative newcomer
to the town, it was a
privilege to meet, be
welcomed and
remembered by James,
His infectious
enthusiasm for all things
Wetherby will continue
to inspire and affect
those who live here. As

a tribute to James, one of
the trees planted by the
Society on the Ings has been
dedicated to his memory
and marked with a plaque.
As a further memorial, the
Society is offering as part of
this year's Wetherby
Festival a guided tour of the
town which will take in
many of the landmarks with
which James was so closely
associated.

This serves to remind me
that in early May we
entertained a group from
Chester Civic Society who
wished to see something of
our town on their way north
to Alnwick. On a lovely
spring day we took them on
a slightly shortened version

of our town trail. The group
was most impressed by

what they saw and in
particular by the work put in
by so many volunteers to
make Wetherby the
attractive place it is.

We now have a half a dozen
or 50 members who are
prepared to act as guides for
any other group who may
wish to see and learn
something of the town and
its history. Please contact
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our secretary if you wish to
take advantage of this
additional service which the
Society is very happy to
provide,

The Bath House and
surrounding Jubilee gardens
are fast becoming an
established local beauty
spot. To mark the
restoration and development
of the site, the Society has
been successful in obtaining
a Lottery “Awards For All’
grant towards the
installation of an attractive
information board. It is
hoped the board will be in
place by the time the
combined efforts of

members of both the Civic
Society and Wetherby in
Bloom come to flower in
the springtime.

We have continued to
maintain links with Leeds
Civic Trust and the
Yorkshire and Humberside
Association of Civic
Societies. This helps in
adding our voice to area,
regional and even national
concerns. During the year
we have contributed to a
national consultation
regarding planning
law alongside Leeds
Civic Trust. We have
also taken on one of
the challenges set by
the Yorkshire and
Humberside
Association - to
produce a document
that clarifies our
Society's purpose and
plans. A copy of this is part
of this Newsletter. Please
let me know if there is
anything you think should
be added or amended.

This year we have
developed our
communications by means
of our own website
featuring the purpose and
work of the society. For
those of us more used to
looking at websites, than
actually creating them, we
are indebted to recently co-
opted Executive Committee
member, Martin Rowe, for
showing us the right buttons
to press. On average the site
has a thousand visitors a



month and has already
attracted new members,

The Executive Committee,
the working groups, and the
Civic Society as a whole,

The Planning Group has
this year attended to a
number of planning
applications which have led
to comment being submitted
to Leeds City Council We
have no direct way of
gauging the extent or effect
the comments make., What

are fortunate to have such a

wealth and variety of talents

and experience to call upon.
Whilst we will miss key
members like James, there

is a part everyone can play

PLANNING - NIC SHEPPARD

twelve months. That is not
to say there hasn't been
change. Major works have
now been completed in
repaving and upgrading the
pedestrian areas
surrounding the Town Hall
and into the Market Place. 1
believe most would agree

in honouring the past,
celebrating the present, and
building for the future of
Wetherby.

judgement as to what is
deemed tasteful and what is
not. There are basic
guidelines regarding the
kind of signage considered
suitable for business
premises in conservation
areas and on listed
buildings. This year,
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paper. The fact that there
are those like us who may
question a proposal,
inevitably generates greater
care in considering the
implications to the local
community in the first
place.

The focus of the planning
group’s attention is the
designated conservation
area in the centre of town.
Apart from some change of
use and minor internal
development, there have
been relatively few new
planning proposals for the
town centre in the past

views on perhaps what
some might consider a quite
minor matter. One of the
legacies of the town’s past
history as a centre for
coaching inns and a
working market town, is a
number of cobbled
entranceways to what were
stable yards. Where these
still relate to the clear
evidence of an entrance,
perhaps a retained archway
for example, then we have
urged their retention when
pavements are up graded,

Many aspects of planning
require a difficult

to Derek Gulland, who has
developed a gift for penning
a letter that raises our
shared views in a concise
and businesslike way.

Onee the Victoria Court
development was
completed, work soon
started on the new medical
centre in Hallfield Lane, 1
don’t think even those of us
who carefully perused the
plans, had envisaged such a
large building. The hope is
that its stature will echo the
breadth and quality of
medical services it will offer
the community. No doubt






